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If the world, remaining Christian, but attaining to a better ittea
of the esteem in which the origin of its religion should be held,
should ever wish to replace by authentic holy places the mean and
apocryphal sanctuaries to which the piety of dark ages attached
itself, it is upon this height of Nazareth that it will rebuild its
temple. There, at the birthplace of Christianity, and in the centre
of the actions of its Founder, the great church ought to be raised
in which all Christians may worship. There, also, on this spot
where sleep Joseph the carpenter and thousands of forgotten
Nazarones who never passed beyond the horizon of their valley,
would be a better station than any in the world beside for the
philosopher to contemplate the course of human affairs, to console
himself for their uncertainty, and to reassure himself as to the
Divine end which the world pursues through countless faltering^
and in spite of the universal vanity.